
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
Then Jesus said to them all, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross daily and follow me.” 
(Luke 9:18-24) 

 

Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

Adults: Which crosses in your life do you find especially 
heavy? What or who helps you bear them? 

Youth: When you have something hard to do, what or 
who helps you get through it? 
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Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion 
will be offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing 
good works during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when 
someone has shown YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the 
Worship Space. 
 
This week: Calming life’s storms. Respond to provocation and argument with 
calmness and the respect that you wish a person would show you. 
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Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter answers, “You are the Messiah of 
God,” i.e. the anointed one. We answer our Lord’s question in the same confident 
manner and we place all our trust in him.  Jesus specifically wanted to know what 
his own disciples thought of him. This introduces the personal nature of faith. We 
not only state our faith as a set of beliefs but we internalize and personalize it. 
Jesus is not only the Savior and Lord of the world: he is our Savior and our Lord. 
We accept him as such. We take up our crosses in imitation of his. Our cross is 
the daily grind and the ups and downs. It is the denial of our own selfishness and 
putting others and their concerns at the center of our world. This is how we find 
meaning and purpose—and our identity.  

(from: “Fresh Light” by Joseph Pollard.) 
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Attentive to God’s Love and Mercy 

We have reached the halfway point in this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Be honest with yourself: 
has this year made an impact in the ways in which you recognize or share God’s mercy? Like 
the air we breathe and the passing of days, nights, weeks and months, God’s mercy is 
always with us. In order for this to change us, we must be attentive to God’s love and mercy 
in our daily lives. Being attentive is not always easy, is it? We have responsibilities we must 
fulfill, people who need us, so many things that surround us that vie for our attention. Being 
attentive to God and God’s action in our lives may feel like another “thing” that has to be 
done, even while we know that doing so is good for our spiritual well-being. Let us consider 
small ways in which we may grow in attentiveness, becoming conscious of God’s love 
throughout our days. 

Morning: Begin the day with a time of prayer. If only for five minutes, take time to be 
mindful of God’s love and mercy. Invite the Holy Spirit to give you an open mind and heart 
throughout the day, in order to perceive God’s grace in your life and to respond to it freely 
and generously. 

Midday: Just before or during lunch, pause to thank God for the blessings of the morning. 
Make a note of any special moments, experiences, or gifts received — a kind interaction 
with a co-worker, a task completed, a complicated situation that was resolved. Just being 
alive is a gift! Look ahead to the afternoon, and ask God to give you the grace to live as a 
disciple in the hours that come. 

Dinnertime: If you live with others, take a moment at dinnertime to hear about each 
person’s day. Pray a prayer of blessing over the meal you will share and the time you have 
together. Ask God to be with those who lack food, shelter, or companionship, and consider 
ways you may help to meet their needs in the future. If you dine alone, talk with God while 
you eat, as a friend would converse with a friend, sharing silence and your inmost thoughts. 

Night: Before you go to bed, thank God for the day that is passing. Make note of the grace 
of the day, mercy received and given. Resolve to grow in attentiveness to God’s love and in 
willingness to be a bearer of God’s mercy in the days to come.  — by Leisa Anslinger
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In the U.S. Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, we are told, “Jesus’ 
call is urgent. He does not tell people to follow him at 
some time in the future but here and now — at this 
moment, in these circumstances. There can be no delay. 
‘Go and proclaim the kingdom of God….No one who sets 
a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit 
for the kingdom of God.’ (Lk 9:60, 62)” (SDR, p.14)  

• What is the moment in your life right now in which you 
may share God’s mercy as a good steward?  

• What are the circumstances that call for action, a 
change in attitude, a new and deeper commitment to 
respond as a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

• What tempts you to delay? 

Stewardship is a very spiritual and yet extremely 
practical way of life. Growing as a steward requires us to 
make decisions about the way we use our time and 
resources. As stewards, our daily actions reflect the 
abundant blessings which we have been given by God. 
Yet the temptation to hold back our time or talent or to 
hold onto our worldly possessions is great. That is what 
the bishops challenge us to recognize in their pastoral 
letter. Without the recognition that “Jesus’ call is urgent,” 
our delay is nothing more than simply going about the 
business of living. With this recognition, and our response 
to it, however, life takes on deeper meaning, we find 
purpose in our caring and sharing. Faith meets life. 

How will you answer Jesus’ urgent call today? 

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 

A Prayer 

Grant me, O Lord my 
God, a mind to know 
you, a heart to seek you, 
wisdom to find you, 
conduct pleasing to you, 
faithful perseverance in 
waiting for you, and a 
hope of finally 
embracing you. 

– St. Thomas Aquinas 

A River of Mercy 

“From the heart of the 
Trinity, from the depths of 
the mystery of God, the 
great river of mercy wells up 
and overflows unceasingly. It 
is a spring that will never run 
dry, no matter how many 
people draw from it. Every 
time someone is in need, he 
or she can approach it, 
because the mercy of God 
never ends.  

-Pope Francis,  
Misericordiae Vultus, 25
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